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TRAVELWATCH SOUTHWEST CIC
TravelWatch SouthWest was established in 2001 as The South West Public Transport Users' Forum (SWPTUF) to promote the interests of public transport users in the South West of England (comprising the counties of Devon, Dorset, Gloucestershire and Somerset and the unitary authorities of Bath and North East Somerset, Bournemouth, Bristol, Cornwall, North Somerset, Plymouth, Poole, South Gloucestershire, Swindon, Torbay and Wiltshire) - the Forum became a Community Interest Company, limited by guarantee, in August 2005. SWPTUF adopted the trading name of TravelWatch SouthWest in June 2006 and the Community Interest Company changed name to TravelWatch SouthWest CIC in November 2008.
 
Membership of the TravelWatch SouthWest CIC is open to every 'not-for-profit' organisation in the South West of England whose sole or principal purpose is to represent the users of any public transport service or to promote the development of public transport services - membership is also open to other 'not-for-profit' organisations' in the South West England who represent the interests of particular groups of public transport users e.g. the disabled or the elderly. TWSW currently has over one hundred affiliated organisations.
 	
TWSW, which is a social enterprise company, acts as an advocate for passengers to lobby for the improvement of public transport in the region and works closely with local authorities, local enterprise partnerships, business organisations and other stakeholder groups - with the dissolution of the former Rail Passengers Committee for Western England in July 2005, TWSW is the representative body for public transport users throughout the South West of England.





TWSW response to the A303 Stonehenge tunnel proposals

[bookmark: _GoBack]Travelwatch South West supports the aim to reduce congestion and improve safety on key routes to the South West.

 It is aware of the need to improve connectivity to and from the SW, and accepts that the plans for the A303, to create an “expressway” would eliminate the changes from dual carriageway to single, and thus reduce the congestion experienced at the existing pinch points. It will also increase the overall capacity of the route.

Figures presented to the Taunton based preliminary consultations in 2015/16 predict that dualling the A303 to standards of the envisaged expressway will cause at least a 20% increase in traffic, with some local increases up to 40%.

 The A303 serves a number of purposes:
(a) local connections for the predominantly rural area around the Stonehenge World Heritage site
(b) medium distance journeys between Yeovil/Salisbury to the west and Andover/ Basingstoke to the east
(c) a longer distance route from Exeter/Taunton to the London area

This scheme addresses the issues associated with (c) above, and to a certain extent is designed to relieve local “rat running”.

It is not clear, however, how the new road will meet the needs of the local economy and address the constraints that the A303 already creates for the provision of local access and dependable public transport services. We fear that the reduction of crossing points in the interests of safety on the expressway will have potential for further disruption of local links.

We draw particular attention to those bus routes operating on a north-south axis

For example:  Wilts & Dorset’s X2 service between Devizes & Salisbury at Winterbourne Stoke; 
Wilts & Dorset’s X4 and X5 services between Larkhill/Bulford and Salisbury and between Swindon 
& Salisbury respectively in the vicinity of Durrington Totterdown, and the high frequency services between Andover & Salisbury that are jointly operated by Stagecoach and Wilts & Dorset, again in the vicinity of Durrington Totterdown.  
As such it will not encourage alternatives to the private car. 

We have particular concerns about the impact on existing rural businesses and activities: for example the southern route offered much improved potential for access to Porton Science Park: along with a Park and Ride there for Salisbury, with connection to the Boeing development at Boscombe Down. \these would be examples of wider benefits for local businesses and communities.

There is no doubt of the importance of the Stonehenge site in its downland setting for attracting tourists and related businesses, and any damage to the site, and to the overall setting and atmosphere is damage not only to our obligations under the UN designation, but also to these local rural business activities.

The tunnel as proposed will begin and end within the internationally designated World Heritage site, and will require extensive earth moving and engineering processes in areas where new archaeology is constantly being found.
We are concerned that no details are shown of the lighting and information gantries that will be associated with this route upgrade. There should be more information prepared for any consultation to enable wider awareness of the changes to the local landscape that this will entail 


In summary, while accepting that improved travel options are desirable for the far south west, we have concerns that this expensive proposal will not improve economic and social well-being as it is envisaged, and that the value for money exhibited is fragile.

We commend a holistic transport approach to the needs of the far south west, specifically a major upgrade for the parallel rail route from Exeter and Salisbury with provision of adequate and attractive parking at railheads along the route to encourage optimised inter-modal travel, connectivity to the principal airports, and better alternatives to the use of the private car

To this end we are also aware of the scope for the DfT to ensure that the new SW Rail Franchise, due to start later this year (2017) is designed to enable the Exeter-Salisbury-London route to alleviate the additional pressures on the strategic network that will be created during the enhancements envisages for the A303, M3 and M4 over the next decade. 

We support the government's aims of improving opportunities for access within a healthy economy while reducing damaging emissions and protecting the World Heritage site. However we have some concern that without consideration of alternative provision, as recommended above, this proposal could be damaging to these essential policies.
Vinita Nawathe							5 March 2017

Chair, TravelWatch SouthWest CIC
secretary@travelwatchsouthwest.org
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